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The claims: 



1. Apparatus for the contained inspection and possible transportation of a 

potentially dangerous object, the apparatus including: 
5 an inspection unit, the inspection unit able to open to receive the object 

and then close to provide a sealed environment for manual inspection of the 

object, the inspection unit also including at least one glove member allowing a 

user external to the sealed environment of the closed inspection unit to 

manipulate the object within the closed inspection unit; and, 
0 a transportation unit adapted to wholly receive the inspection unit and 

provide a further sealed environment containing the inspection unit; 

whereby, the combination of the inspection unit and the transportation unit 

safely contain the object for possible transportation. 



15 2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the 
inspection unit is substantially transparent. 

3. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2, wherein at least a 
portion of a body section or a base section of the inspection unit is opaque, 

20 preferably of a dark colour. 

4. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 3, wherein the 
object is an envelope, mail, package, parcel, letter or the like. 

25 5. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 4, wherein the 
inspection unit includes a first section and a second section adapted to be clamped 
or latched together. 

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the first section and the 
30 second section are hinged together. 

7. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 5 or claim 6, wherein the first 
section is a lid section and the second section is a body section or a base section. 
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8. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 7, wherein the 

sealed environments of the inspection unit and the transportation unit are 
substantially airtight. 



5 9. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 8, wherein the user 
can visually inspect the object in the inspection unit. 



10. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 9, wherein two 
glove members are provided. 

10 

11. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 10, wherein the 
transportation unit includes a first section and a second section adapted to be 
clamped together. 

15 12. The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein the first section and the 
second section of the transportation unit are hinged together. 

13. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 11 or claim 12, wherein the first 
section is a lid section and the second section is a body section or a base section. 

20 

14. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 10, wherein the 
transportation unit includes a lid section and a body section or base section 
adapted to be press-sealed together. 

25 15. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 14, wherein the 
transportation unit is resilient against external forces and shocks. 



16. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 15, wherein the 
inspection unit also includes integrated magnifying means. 

17. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 16, wherein the 
transportation unit includes padding or shock absorbing material. 
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18. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 17, wherein closure 
of the transportation unit securely holds the inspection unit placed therein. 

19. Device for the contained inspection and safe transportation for further 
5 examination, if required, of received mail, the device comprising: 

an inspection unit adapted to provide a sealed environment, the inspection 
unit allowing a user to visually inspect received mail placed in the inspection 
unit, the inspection unit also including one or more glove members allowing the 
user to manipulate the mail within the inspection unit; and, 
10 a transportation unit adapted to wholly receive the inspection unit after 

user inspection of the mail and to provide a further sealed environment and 
physical protection for the inspection unit during transportation. 



15 



20. The device as claimed in claim 19, wherein the inspection unit and the 
transportation unit are each formed of substantially two distinct sections and 
additionally provided with one or more clamps to seal the units. 
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Re: Timothy Roberts AND Margaret Head 

International Patent Application No. 

PCT/AU2003/001653 

"Apparatus for contained inspection and transportation of 
suspect objects" 



Dear Sir/Madam, 

We refer to the Written Opinion dated 6 August 2004 in respect of the 
above-referenced International Application. 



1. 



SUBMISSIONS 



Under section V of the Written Opinion the Examiner considers that all 
the claims are novel in light of cited documents D1-D5, but that none of 
the claims include an inventive step in light of a combination of cited 
documents D1-D9, or D1-D5 and common general knowledge. 

In addressing the Examiner's objections, the Applicant has revised the 
claims of the present application. A set of amended claims is submitted 
herewith. A copy of the amended claims indicating the nature and 
location of the amendments, together with a Statement of Proposed 
Amendments, is also attached. 

It is submitted that the amended claims overcome all of the objections 
raised in the Written Opinion and are fairly based on the specification as 
originally filed. 

The Applicant respectfully submits that the amended claims define a 
patentable invention which is novel and involves an inventive step in 
light of the cited documents D1-D9, either taken individually or in 
combination. 
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The Applicant also submits the following comments, which outline some important 
differences between the cited documents and the invention claimed in the amended claims. 

Dl discloses a flexible work chamber. The chamber requires use of valve 40. In Fig. 5, part 
of the container 20 is flexible, while lower container walls 20b are rigid. However, the 
presently claimed invention includes an inspection unit including "at least a first section and a 
second section able to open to receive the object and then to close". Furthermore, referring to 
presently amended claim 1, "the first section and the second section being substantially rigid" 
is a feature of the presently claimed invention. Dl neither discloses or suggests such "a first 
section" and "a second section" which are able to open and which are substantially rigid. 
Hence, Dl does not disclose "an inspection unit" as presently claimed. None of the cited 
documents D6 to D9 disclose the features of the claimed inspection unit not disclosed in Dl. 
Hence, the combination of Dl with any of the documents D6 to D9 does not disclose or 
suggest the presently claimed invention. 

D2 discloses an encasing for a patient for medical observation. The enclosure comprises a 
flexible pocket . As discussed for Dl, D2 does not disclose "an inspection unit", as D2 does 
not disclose or suggest "a first section" and "a second section" which are "able to open to 
receive the object and then close", with "the first section and the second section being 
substantially rigid". D2 does not disclose or suggest either "an inspection unit" or "a 
transportation unit" as presently claimed. 

D3 discloses a glove box comprising a rigid frame 2 about which a flexible glove bag 6 is 
shaped to fit over the frame. As for Dl, D3 does not disclose "a first section" and "a second 
section" which are "able to open to receive the object and then close", with the first section 
and the second section "being substantially rigid". Hence, document D3 does not disclose 
"an inspection unit" as presently claimed. 

D4 discloses a protective device for safely carrying out work on the wall of a receiver. The 
receiver contains a potentially dangerous substance. D4 does not disclose apparatus for 
". . .transportation of a potentially dangerous object". The device disclosed in D4 is not able to 
transport a potentially dangerous object. Furthermore, the receiver of D4 does not include "a 
first section and a second section able to open to receive the object and then close to provide 
a sealed airtight environment". The receiver 1 of D4 contains a single wall 1. Access to the 
receiver is via hole 1 1 and lifting of a cap 3. Furthermore, when cap 3 is activated by handle 
41 the receiver will not "provide a sealed airtight environment", as required by present claim 
1. For at least these reasons, D4 does not disclose "an inspection unit" as recited in present 
claim 1. 

D5 discloses a device for the handling of materials which utilises an antechamber and can be 
used to move a material from one chamber to another via airlocks. Chamber 12 allows 
access via gloves 33 to boxes 43, 44. Airlock 62 allows chamber 12 to be evacuated or a 
specific gas introduced to chamber 12. Materials can then be transported between boxes 43, 
44. However, D5 does not disclose an inspection unit (which can only be construed as 
chamber 12 of D5) including "a first section and a second section able to open to receive the 
object". Such an operation is in direct conflict with the purpose of the device disclosed in D5 
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which is to be able to transport an object between boxes 43, 44, via a vacuum created in 
chamber 12. The "inspection unit" of the presently claimed invention has a different purpose 
which is to isolate the object in the inspection unit itself, rather than the inspection unit being 
a conduit to pass material from one external box to another. 

Thus, the Applicant asserts that none of the documents D1-D5 disclose "an inspection unit" 
as defined in presently amended claim 1. Consequently, the combination of any of the 
documents D1-D5 with any of the documents D6-D9 does not disclose the presently claimed 
invention, as none of the documents teach or suggest an inspection unit and a transportation 
unit as presently claimed. 

Furthermore, it is submitted that none of the devices in documents D1-D5 teach a device that 
is adapted to be received by "a transportation unit". Many of the devices are large and bulky 
which is an express problem which the present invention addresses. Still furthermore, "the 
transportation unit" of the presently claimed invention is required to "provide a further sealed 
airtight environment containing the inspection unit". The transportation unit protects the 
inspection unit during transportation, hence, merely placing a fragile inspection unit within a 
shipping container (which are the types of containers generally disclosed in the documents 
cited by the Examiner) would not protect the inspection unit as the inspection unit would be 
free to move within the containers of the prior art. 

The Examiner asserts that the features of the transportation unit as claimed in claim 1 are no 
more than a mere workshop improvement. However, the Examiner is reminded that although 
the transportation unit might be relatively easy to manufacture, this is not definitive of the 
invention as claimed. The invention resides in the provision of a transportation unit in itself, 
the transportation unit able to wholly receive the inspection unit and then close to provide a 
further sealed environment containing the inspection unit. 

The Applicant asserts that it has been hitherto unknown to use the combination of an 
inspection unit and a transportation unit to deal with inspection and transportation of a 
potentially dangerous object. Laboratory type glove boxes have been known for some time, 
however, no one, to the Applicants knowledge, over a time span of many decades, has arrived 
at the concept of providing an inspection unit that can also be readily transported in a 
protective transportation unit adapted to receive the inspection unit when a dangerous object 
is identified therein. The problem addressed by the present invention has, to the Applicant's 
knowledge, been ongoing for many years. To the Applicant's knowledge, no one has 
addressed this important problem with apparatus as claimed in the present invention. The 
Examiner would appear to be incorrectly applying ex-post facto analysis to assert the 
invention as obvious. Taking the position of the skilled person as at the priority date of the 
application, it is respectfully asserted that the Examiner's analysis is not correct. 

2. REQUESTS 

The Applicant has made an earnest attempt to overcome all of the Examiner's objections. 
With the above submissions and clarifications in addition to the proposed amendments to the 
claims, it is respectfully submitted that the Applicant has addressed and overcome the 
objections set forth in the Written Opinion. 
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It is therefore requested that an International Preliminary Examination Report be issued with 
a favourable response in relation to the present claims as amended. If, however, the 
Examiner does not agree with the above, it is requested that a further Written Opinion be 
promptly issued to allow the Applicant further opportunity to respond. 

Yours respectfully, 

DAVIES COLLISON CAVE 



DR CHRIS J. CARTER 

ccarter@davies. com. au 
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FIRST STATEMENT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
UNDER ARTICLE 34 OF THE PCT 

IN RESPECT OF 

INTERNATIONAL PATENT APPLICATION NO. PCT/AU2003/001653 

BY 

TIMOTHY ROBERTS AND MARGARET HEAD 

1. Delete the set of claims presently on file on pages numbered 13-15, and insert 
new set of claims on pages numbered 13-15 enclosed herewith in duplicate, 
one copy indicating the nature and location of the proposed amendments. 

12 October, 2004 
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The claims: 

1. Apparatus for the contained inspection and possible transportation of a 
potentially dangerous object, the apparatus comprising: 

5 an inspection unit, the inspection unit including at least a first section and 

a second section able to open to receive the object and then close to provide a 
sealed airtight environment for manual inspection of the object, the first section 
and the second section being substantially rigid, the inspection unit also including 
at least one glove member allowing a user external to the sealed environment of 
10 the closed inspection unit to manipulate the object within the closed inspection 
unit; and, 

a transportation unit, the transportation unit including at least a first 
section and a second section able to open to wholly receive the inspection unit 
and then close to provide a further sealed airtight environment containing the 
15 inspection unit, the first section and the second section of the transportation unit 
being substantially rigid. 

2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the 
20 inspection unit is substantially transparent. 

3. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2, wherein at least a 
portion of a body section or a base section of the inspection unit is opaque, 
preferably of a dark colour. 

25 

4. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 3, wherein the 
object is an envelope, mail, package, parcel, letter or the like. 

5. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 4, wherein the first 
30 section and the second section of the inspection unit are adapted to be clamped or 

latched together. 

6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the first section and the 
second section of the inspection unit are hinged together. 
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7. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 5 or claim 6, wherein the first 
section of the inspection unit is a lid section and the second section of the 
inspection unit is a body section or a base section. 

5 

8. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 7, wherein the 
transportation unit can generally be lifted and moved by a single person.. 

9. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 8, wherein the user 
10 can visually inspect the object in the inspection unit. 

10. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 9, wherein two 
glove members are provided. 

15 11. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 10, wherein the first 
section and the second section of the transportation unit are adapted to be 
clamped together. 

12. The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein the first section and the 
20 second section of the transportation unit are hinged together. 

13. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 11 or claim 12, wherein the first 
section of the transportation unit is a lid section and the second section of the 
transportation unit is a body section or a base section. 

25 

14. The apparatus as claimed in claim 13, wherein the lid section and the body 
section or base section of the transportation unit are adapted to be press-sealed 
together. 

30 15. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 14, wherein the 
transportation unit is resilient against external forces and shocks. 



16. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 15, wherein the 
inspection unit also includes integrated magnifying means. 
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17. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 16, wherein the 
transportation unit includes padding or shock absorbing material. 

5 18. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 17, wherein closure 
of the transportation unit securely holds the inspection unit placed therein. 

19. Device for the contained inspection and safe transportation for further 
examination, if required, of received mail, the device comprising: 

10 a substantially rigid inspection unit adapted to provide a sealed airtight 

environment, the inspection unit allowing a user to visually inspect received mail 
placed in the inspection unit, the inspection unit also including one or more glove 
members allowing the user to manipulate the mail within the inspection unit; and, 
a substantially rigid transportation unit adapted to wholly receive and 

15 secure the inspection unit after user inspection of the mail and to provide a further 
sealed airtight environment and physical protection for the inspection unit during 
transportation. 



20. The device as claimed in claim 19, wherein the inspection unit and the 
20 transportation unit are each formed of substantially two distinct sections and 
additionally provided with one or more clamps to seal the units. 



The claims: 




1. Apparatus for the contained inspection and possible transportation of a 
potentially dangerous object, the apparatus including comprising : 
5 an inspection unit, the inspection unit including at least a first section and 

a second section able to open to receive the object and then close to provide a 
sealed airtight environment for manual inspection of the object, the first section 
and the second section being substantially rigid, the inspection unit also including 
at least one glove member allowing a user external to the sealed environment of 
10 the closed inspection unit to manipulate the object within the closed inspection 
unit; and, 

a transportation unit , the transportation unit including at least a first 
section and a second section able to open to wholly receive the inspection unit 
and then close to adapt e d to wholly rec e ive tho inspection unit and provide a 
15 further sealed airtight environment containing the inspection unit , the first section 
and the second section of the transportation unit being substantially rigid. t 

wh e reby, the combination of tho insp e ction unit and th e transportation unit 

safely contain th e object for possibl e transportation. 

20 2. The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the 
inspection unit is substantially transparent. 

3. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2, wherein at least a 
portion of a body section or a base section of the inspection unit is opaque, 

25 preferably of a dark colour. 

4. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 3, wherein the 
object is an envelope, mail, package, parcel, letter or the like. 



30 5. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 4, wherein the 
inspection unit includes a first section and a- the second section of the inspection 
unit are adapted to be clamped or latched together. 
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6. The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the first section and the 
second section of the inspection unit are hinged together. 

7. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 5 or claim 6, wherein the first 
5 section of the inspection unit is a lid section and the second section of the 

inspection unit is a body section or a base section. 

8. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 7, wherein the 
s e aled environments of the inspection unit and the tran sp o rt ati on uni t can 

10 generally be lifted and moved by a single person, are sub s tantially airtight . 

9. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 8, wherein the user 
can visually inspect the object in the inspection unit. 

15 10. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 9, wherein two 
glove members are provided. 

11. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 10, wherein the 
transportation unit includes a first section and a — the second section of the 

20 transportation unit are adapted to be clamped together. 

12. The apparatus as claimed in claim 11, wherein the first section and the 
second section of the transportation unit are hinged together. 

25 13. The apparatus as claimed in either claim 11 or claim 12, wherein the first 
section of the transportation unit is a lid section and the second section of the 
transportation unit is a body section or a base section. 



14. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 10 13, wherein the 
30 transportation unit includ e s a the lid section and a — the body section or base 

section of the transportation unit are adapted to be press-sealed together. 

15. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 14, wherein the 
transportation unit is resilient against external forces and shocks. 
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16. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 15, wherein the 
inspection unit also includes integrated magnifying means. 

5 17. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 16, wherein the 
transportation unit includes padding or shock absorbing material. 

18. The apparatus as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 17, wherein closure 
of the transportation unit securely holds the inspection unit placed therein. 



19. Device for the contained inspection and safe transportation for further 
examination, if required, of received mail, the device comprising: 

a» substantially rigid inspection unit adapted to provide a sealed airtight 
environment, the inspection unit allowing a user to visually inspect received mail 
15 placed in the inspection unit, the inspection unit also including one or more glove 
members allowing the user to manipulate the mail within the inspection unit; and, 
a substantially rigid transportation unit adapted to wholly receive and 
secure the inspection unit after user inspection of the mail and to provide a further 
sealed airtight environment and physical protection for the inspection unit during 
20 transportation. 

20. The device as claimed in claim 19, wherein the inspection unit and the 
transportation unit are each formed of substantially two distinct sections and 
additionally provided with one or more clamps to seal the units. 



10 



25 



